1912]               The Emperor William Intervenes

Germany tries to keep her ally in order but Austria's pre-
tensions and her method of staring her claims before all the
world render negotiations quite impossible. Austria has thus
voluntarily burnt her boats and the only mode of discussion
which remains to her is mobilisation. She has made the
air resound with her preparations which is an odd -way of
preparing for war and most dangerous if one desires peace.
The fuss has created the worst impression in Germany where
they don't want to run risks for the caprices of Vienna and
they are making great efforts to help her to get out of the
impasse into which she has blundered. The Emperor "William
is said to have offered after the visit of the Archduke to arrange
the difficulties between Vienna and St. Petersburg. He
exerted his influence at both Courts to quiet them and the
outcome of this was the interview granted to the Austrian
Ambassador by the Czar and the Vienna Cabinet agreeing
not to insist upon an immediate discussion on Servia. This
is great progress which will probably lead to a conference
at which Austria will be able to make concessions to Servia
which she could not dc on her own.

This morning Helen has received another letter from her
sister saying : "The Emperor William let fall words at
Donaueschingen which prove that in spite of his desire for
peace and his cheerful outlook he is very ruffled by the
superiority of the Bulgarian armies and Creusot's guns.
Goluchowski is back from Alsace where he has been staying
at Robertsau with Countess Pourtales. He found a state of
great nervousness there and he considers our position, very
dangerous."

Another letter received this morning from Colonel Pellet
who is commanding a regiment of artillery at Nancy recounts
the following :

"We are frontier troops and the smallest shot fibred in
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